p E R E Zz uZ Zz AH; 


OR THE DANGER OF 


* 


| INNOVATIONS 


AND OF 


LT 6CORD 


CONSIDERE D. 


_— — 


Make ftraight Paths for your Feet, leſt that which is 
lame may be turned out of the Way. 


Hrs. ii. 13. 


—I_— 


n. 


BY JOHN MACGOWAN. 


— 


1 — 


CONDON: 


Printed for G. KIT N, in Talbot Court, Grace- 


church Street; and J. JohNsON, No, 72, in 
St, Paul's Church Yard. 


M DCCLXXII 


* 


P ER EZ -U Z Z A H. 
2 SAM. vi. 6, 7. 


And when they came to Nacbon's threſbing- 
floor, Uzzah put forth his Hand to the 
Ark of God, gu took hold of it for the 
Oxen ſhook it. And the Anger of the 
Lord was kindled againſt Uzzah, and Gd 
ſmote him there for bis Error, and there 


he aied by the Ark of God. 


N this Chapter, out of which I have 
I choſen the ſubject matter of the follow- 
ing Eſſay, we have an account of king 
David, and his army's bringing. up the 
Ark of God from Kirjath-jearim, where it 
| had been during the reign of his predeceſ- 
for, in the houle of Abinadab. There ir 
had remained from the time of its returnout 
of the land of the Philiſtines after its ca 


ture by them, in that battle ſo fatal to Iſrael, 


when the ſons of Eli were ſlain, and all 
their hoſts either fell by the ſword, or were 
diſperſed for the wickedneſs of the prieſt- 
hood, Wherever the Ark of God was 
carried in the enemy's land, diſeaſe and 
death were its conſtant attendants, which 
convinced even the Pagan nations of their 
impiety and ſacrilege, and compelled them 
to make their offerings to the God of If 
rael, whoſg hand was ſo heavy upon them 
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and upon their gods. To make an at- 
tonement, and procure deliverance from 
the plague, they offered unto God five 
golden mice, and as many golden emerods, 
and ſent the Ark of the Covenant back 
into the land of Iſrael. Its arrival at 
Bethſhemeſh was about the middle of 
heat harveſt; there it was received with 
the greateſt joy and thankfulneſs. But its 
pretence was as fatal to the inhabitants as 
it had been in the land of the Philiſtines; 
for of thoſe inhabitants, there fell by the 
hand of God upwerds of fifty thouſand, 
on account of their having dared, contrary 
to the law, to look into the Ark, and be- 
hold its contents ſo inviolably facred, 
They therefore ſent meſſengers to the inha- 
bitants of Kirjath-jearim, - requeſting them 
to come down to Bethſhemeſh, and bring 
up the Ark unto their city. With pious 
care the inhabitants of Kirjath-jearim ful- 
filed their requeſt, brought up the Ark 
of God, and put it into the houſe of A- 
binadab on the hill, where it remained till 
its preſent removal. With ſolemn pomp 
king David, that pious prince, attended 
by thirty thouſand choſen men, beſides a 
prodigious concourſe of people, out of all 
the tribes of Iſrael, conducted the ſacred 
Ark upon a new carriage, from the — 
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of Abinadab, amidſt the ſhouts of triumph 
and the voice of muſick. SENT bak 


But it was not long before all this re- 


joicing was turned into ſorrow and lamen- 
tation; for as they had begun wrong in 
acting contrary to the law, one miſtake 
leading on to another, they eſcaped not 
without ſome tokens of the divine diſplea- 
ſure; which had doubtleſs been avoided, 
had the Jaw of the Lord reſpecting the 
Ark been properly obſerved. Paſſing thro” 
the threſhing-floor of Nachon, whetker 
from ſmelling the corn, and defire of 
feeding, or from ſome other cauſe, the 
intractable animals walked careleſsly and 
ſtumbled, as they are ſa d to have done.“ 
This ſtumbling of the oxen ſhook the Ark 
upon the cart, and ſeemingly endangered 


its falling; to prevent which, Uzzah, the 


fon of Abinadab, put forth his hand and 
laid hold on it. This act of unſeaſonable 
and unwarrantable zeal, being an affront 
of that Deity repreſented by the Ark, 
awoke the jealouſy of heaven, and brought 
upon him inſtant judgment, and death 
premature. As in this account there 
wanteth not difficulties, of which the ca- 
villers at revealed religion have ſufficiently: 
availed themſelves, and with which, ſome: 
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virtuous and undeſigning minds have been 
puzzled, I ſhall, | 

1. Clear the account of every thing dif- 
ficult in it, and then, br 
2. Shall apply it practically to goſpel 
purpoſes... | 

I. Then to. clear. up the difficulties at- 
8 this narrative, be it obſerved, that 
this | 

1. Ariſes from a compariſon of this 
paſſage, with its parallel in 1 Chran. xiii. 

In the text the place is called Nacbon's 

threſhing- floor, and in the parallel it is 
called the threſhing- floor of Chidon ; which 
ſome have attempted to account for by 
ſuppoſing, that the threſhing- floor ſpoken 
of might belong to two different owners, 
whole names were Nacben and Cbidon; and 
that the one text names the floor by one 
of its owners, and the other text by his 


partner, Others upon grounds more war- 


rantable, from Jewiſh records affirm, that 
Chideu was the name of the place where 
the threſhing-floor was made, and that its 
owner was called Nachen, And it is as 
probable, that this place might be called 
the threſhing-floor of Chidon, as that Sa- 
rah's grave ſhould be called the cave of 
Machpelah, eſpecially as the word fignifies 
a place rather than a perſon, But take it 
in Which view we will there is no contra- 
FE | diction, 
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diction, and indeed very little difficulty. 
He muſt be fond of cavilling who, from 


this circumſtance, finds occaſion for infide- 
lity to diſplay its talents. But the 


2. And greateſt difficulty is that judici- 


al and ſudden breach made upon Uzzah, 
from whence the place takes the name of 
Perez-uzzah : by giving the text but a 
curſory reading, the ſons of infidelity 
may ſeem to have got ſomething to prey 
upon at the expence of revelation ; but [ 
truſt, that, upon a cloſe attention to the ſub- 
ject, the divine character ſhall go unim- 
peached, and revelation retain its full and 
unſhaken evidence, Theſe are ſomewhat 
like to the ideas that ſuggeſt themſelves 
firtt, upon a curſory reading of the words 
« The Ark of the Lord was a ſacred em- 
blem of the divine preſence ; this ſacred 


emblem had been by the hands of the ene- 


my carried out of the land of Iſrael, and 
had been diſhonoured and polluted within 
the domains of infidelity ; wonderfully re- 
deemed from a Pagan land, and arrived 


within the borders of Iſrael; the congre- 
gation of the Lord go down, ſolemnly to 


conduct it to the moſt honourable reſidence, 
and rejoice exceedingly that it is once more 
in their poſſeſſion : ſo great their joy, that 
their principal concern ſeems to have been 
the ſafety of this ſacred emblem. It ſeem- 
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ed to be in danger as paſſing through the 
threſhing- floor, and a pious 5 for its 
ſafety induced a young man, who had left 
his father's houſe for its protection, to put 
forth his hand and lay hold on it, to ſecure 
it from falling; and for this cauſe he is 
inſtantly ſtru 20 by the hand of God, 
whoſe goodneſs is unto all, and whoſe ten- 
der mercies are over all his works.” 

T his paraphraſe on the words is as fa- 
vourable to infidelity as can be wiſhed, even 
by the moſt ſanguine of her voraries ; bur, 
favourable as it may ſeem, I truſt. it ſhall 
appear, that every cenſure of revelation 
built upon it, is like a caſtle built in the 
air, a fabrick without a foundation. [I 
ſhall for once attempt to vindicate to man 
this part of the divine conduct, and truſt 
to ſhew its equity and propriety. In order 
to Which, obſerve in general that every 
part of this tranſaction, with whatever 
piety and zeal it was conducted, was inju- 
dicious, unwarrantable, and directly againſt 
the well known law. of God, which they 
were inſtructed in from their infancy. 

1. They put it upon a cart, which was 
ae 19 to the law given in Numbers vii. 

But unto "the ſons of Kohath be gave 
none, becauſe the ſervice of the ſandtuaiy 
belonging unto them was, that they ſhould 
bear it upon their ſhoulders. * Here was mere” 

ore 


* Alſo Numb, iv. 15. 
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fore an unlawful ſtep taken, in putting it 
at all on a cart, notwithſtanding new; ſee- 
ing it was contrary to the very letter of the 
law, and a ſtep which very likely was 
taken at the advice of Abinadab, on the 
hill, or Uzzab his ſon, who fell by the 
Ark of the covenant, 

2. The ſervice of the Ark, and the ta- 
bernacle appertaincd to the Kohathites on- 
ly, and a ſtranger might not approach un- 
to it under pain of inſtant death, Numb, 
ui. 10. And thou ſbalt appoint AarON 
AND HIS SONS, and they ſhall wait on the 
prieſts office, and the ſtranger that cometh nigh 
ſhall be put to death ; compared with v. 38, 
where the ſame + threatening is 'denoun» 
ced againſt the ſtranger who ſhould dare to 
approach thoſe ſacred emblems of the 
divine preſence. But here is one, who 
does not ſo much as appear to have been a 
Levite, much leſs a Kohathite, and leſs 
ſill of the ſons of Aaron, adventuring to 
do that which was unlawful for even the 
Kohathites or the ſons of Aaron to have 
done ; ſhall it then be thought ſtrange that 
he dies for his preſumption ? For, 

3. Even the Kohathites might not touch 
the Ark, under pain of death; but carry 
it by the ſtaves of ſhittim-wood upon their 
ſhoulders, notwithſtanding they were cho- 
ſen and ſanctified to its daily ſervice; and 
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ſhall it be thought that a common Iſraelite 
mould take the Ark in his arms, contrary 
to the law, under the notion of its better 
preſervation, and eſcape with impunity, 
whilſt the jealous God of the Ark was a 
preſent witnets of the impious tranſaction? 
Inflicting inſtant death upon the ſon of 
Abinadab, for his unhallowed and unlaw- 
ful care, was therefore every way conſiſtent 
with the given law, which he ought to 
have been acquainted with. Was it ne- 
ceſſary that God ſhould give an account of 
his ways to man; there is yet another 
thing, which might be, and indeed which 
moſt generally is, adduced in defence of 
this act of juſtice inflifted upon Uzzah. 1 
mean, . | E | 
4. His unbelief and miſtruſt of God's 
protecting of the Ark in its tottering 
ſtate. The God of Ifrael had preſerved 
the Ark of his covenant, 'whillt in the 
hand of his enemies, and made its pre- 
ſence terrible to the Heathens, even in the 
houſe of their gods. The hardened Phi- 
liſtines were not able to do it injury, tho 
fully in their poſſeſſion; and now it totter- 
ed as paſling over the threſhing- floor of a 
friendly Iſraelite, the youthful Uzzah 
could not leave it to divine protection. 
Here was undoubtedly a viſible diſtruſt of 
the providence of God, added to all the 
former 
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former impiety ſpeciſied in the foregoing 
particulars, the whole amounting to the 
tulleſt juſtification of the ways of God; 
and fertile of uſeful leſſons to us, who pro- 
feſs to be worſhippers of the ſame Being, 
through his anointed ſon Jeſus, our com- 
mon way of acceſs unto his ſeat of grace 
and mercy. | 

From theſe things ſpecified we are taught, 
that if God requires to be worſhipped in one 
way and manner, we can never be juſtified, 
nay, we can never be ſafe in worſhipping 
him in another. If God, by his ſpirit in 
the word, has commanded all nations to 
be taught, and then baptized, we cannot 
be juſtified in our inverting the inſtitution, 
by baptizing firſt, and ee afterwards: 
Or if he has ordained believers only as 
the proper ſubjects of baptiſm, how ſhall 
we be ſafe in adminiſtering it to infants, 
who are incapable of preſent faith? Orif 
God has ordained the ſaid ordinance to be 
adminiſtered by dipping, how will ſprink- 
ling be juſtified or held lawful ? Again, if 
God has indeed laid the model of his 
churches upon . a congregational plan 
How can he approve of our building 
national eſtabliſhments unto him? Every 
act of worſhip that has not a Bible war- 
rant, how ſpecious and pious ſoever it may 
ſeem, is in itſelf unlawful, and to be rank- 
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ed along with ſuperſtition, will · worſnip, 
and impious antichriſtianiſm. And of 
every ſuch worſbipper it may be aſked, 
Who hath required this at your hands?“ 
We further learn from the premiſes, 
that no man, or ſet of men whatever, 
have any authority to change the ordinance 
of God, how convenient ſoever the altera- 
tion may ſeem; and therefore that change, 
which by univerſal conſent the ordinance of 
baptiſm has ' undergone, muſt in itſelf be 
prophane, unlawful and impious. It ap- 
ared to our councils, that ſprinkling a 
ittle water on the face was more conveni- 
ent, and Teſs dangerous than dipping the 
whole body into that element. But as to 
the danger of dipping, the univerſal prac- 
tice of cold-bathing, in order to ſtreng- 
then the ſolids, evidently ſhews, there is 
none to be apprehended; and as to the 
convemency attending ſprinkling, I ſhall 
only ſay, that it appeared to king David 
and his nobles, to Abinadab and the 
whole congregation of Iſtael, that the Ark 
could be more conveniently carried upon a 
cart, than upon the ſhoulders of men by 
its ſtaves; and that the ſons of Abinadab 
could take as good care of it as the Koha- 
thites could have done; yet the iſſue fhews 
the diſapprobation of the Almighty. This 
diſapprobation aroſe not from any want of 
| ſolemnity 
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ſolemnity in the change introduced, for 
pious regard was had to the holineſs of the 
Ak, and care taken that the carriage ap- 
inted to bear it, ſhould never have been 


0 * 


It was quite new, and had never been 
applied to any other uſe at all, but from 


its firſt conſtruction devoted to the ſervice 
4 of the Ark, ſo that the diſpleaſure of the 
+ Lord aroſe not from the circumſtances at- 
: tending the change of the ordinance, but 


from the thing itſelf; as a departure from 
the given law, and a compliance with the 


firſt that put the Ark of the Lord upon a 
cart; and were juſtifiable in ſo doing, be- 
ing ignorant of the law of God, reſpecting 


A that and the tabernacle. 

-y They knew not the maſter's will, and 
” therefore could not be expected to do it; but 
- the Iſraelites, who had the law in their 
K hands, deſerved to be beaten with many 
id ſtripes, becauſa they departed from it, and 
he followed the invention of ignorant Phi- 
rk liftines. How far this caſe is analogous to 
2 thoſe among Proteſtants, who know and 
by believe, that baptiſm was originally admini- 
lab ſtred by immerſion, unto believers on- 
4 hy, and yet practiſe the contrary, is very 


eaſy to diſcern; and what their reward for 
i doing is likely to be, may be gathered 
Z from 


polluted by application to common uſes. 


conduct of the Philiſtines, who were the 
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from the conduct of God upon che occa- 


ſion referred to in our text. 

It appeared to Uzzah, that being a hale, 
ſtrong, young man, whilſt the oxen walked 
10 unevenly, and expoſed the ark to the 
danger of fallihg, that he could carry it in 
his arms with greater ſafety, and equal 

ſpeed; ſo that "here was no lack of zeal 
tor God, no deſire to ſpare himſelf from 
toil, no want of care about the Ark of 
the covenant ;z and yet he is ſtricken dead 
by the immediate hand of God, for exert- 
ing bimfelt for God, in a- manner by the 
law forbidden. How carctul ſhould we be, 
that our worſhip is not only fervent and 
devout, but agreeable to divine inſtitution ? 
Seeing God will have no ſtrange fire kind- 
led on his altar; no unhallowed hand to 
ouch the Ark of his covenant, His will 
is plain, that the way-faring man may read 
it; and therefore ignorance will only tend 
to aggravate the guilt, of every one who 
worthips him according to. the inventions 
and traditions of men. Let us beware 
that we ſtand not chargeable with making 
the divine commandment void, by follow- 
ing our own inventions, or the traditions 
of. our forefathers. 
Further we are taught, that however 
tottering we may apprehend the ſtate of 
the Ark 0 be, it will be unſafe to take any 


meaſures 
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1 meaſures for its ſafety, beſides ſuch as are 

le, preſcribed in the ſacred records. Much 
a we are indebted to wiſdom, diſcretion and 1 
de prudence, in the management of common ll 
" concerns in life 3 but they can never ſu- = 
5 perſede the plain injunctions of unerring | 
0 tru: h, nor attempt to preſide in matters | 
5 eppertaining to the tabernacle of our God. | 


of Here the law of the Lord only is our only” 
rule, and his heavenly ſpirit the only guide, 


b 
al « Þ 
55 upon whoſe aſſiſtance we may depend with {| 
the ſafety. To alledge, that the diſcipline of a i! 
* goſpel church is left in any wiſe to the diſ- q 
8 eretion of men, independant on the diree- | | 
* tions of God's word, is not only a giving 1 
1d. up the cauſe of religion, into the hands of i 
0 its moſt notorious enemies che Papiſts, but | 
vill a tacit reproach upon the ſcriptures z- as in N 
ad themſelves, though in the hand of the l 
nd Holy Ghoſt, inſufficient to direct in mat- = 
1 ters of practice. Ie might therefore have 0 
"ea been wiſhed that a late writer had been 10 
* more guarded in his body of divinity ; for 1 
"00 if once it can be ſhewn, that the ſcriptures 
5 are an inſufficient rule to dictate our prac- 4 
= tice, it will require uncommon ſagacity to [ 
prove them a ſufficient rule of faith; as in ll 
1 my humble opinion, the fame arguments 1 
70 which militate againſt the former, are | 
any equally ſtrong againſt the latter. 1 truſt, I 
Nos ſhall be pardoned if 1 ſhould ſay, that the 
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need there appears to ſome, of human diſ- 
cretion ſometimes taking the reins of church 
government into her own hand, does not 
ariſe from any deficiency in the ſcripture 
rule, but from our inattention to, or ig- 
norance of it; for the more we ſhall make 
the New Teſtament the object of our ſtu- 
dy, the more clearly {hall we be convinced 
of its having made ample proviſion for 
every part of the Chriſtian's practice, in 
every ſtation and in every connection. And 
I could be willing to loſe my reputation for 
life, to be able to ſay ſomething that might 
have a tendency to lead the followers of the 
bleſſed Jeſus to honour his word as their 
only, their all- ſufficient rule of obedience, 
as well as believing; which I am certain 
is not the caſe at preſent with thoſe, whoſe 
conduct is in a great meaſure influenced by 
their own prejudices, or by the practices of 
our preſent fiſter-churckes, or the practice 
of our predeceſſors in the ſame church. 
Nothing has, nothing can have a more 
direct tendency to ſtrengthen the hands of 
infidelity, and to weaken thoſe of -Chril- 
tianity, than an inattention in our conduct 
to Bible dictates, unleſs it may be al- 
ledging, that the word of God has not 
made full proviſion for Chriſtian direction 
in every caſe whatever. 


— 


Were 


Were Ia votary for the fooliſh ſcheme 
of deiſm, and were to hear a zealqus de- 
fender of goſpel truths to own, that the 
ſcripture has left many things reſpecting 
the conduct of a goſpel church undeter- 
mined, I ſhould avail myſelf more of ſuch 
a conceſſion, than of all the ſeeming diffi- 
culties in the volume of inſpiration; and 
ſhould at once conclude, that if it is defi- 
cient in any one article, it cannot be the 
word of God, whoſe ways and works are 
all perfect. Preachers and writers ſhould 
therefore ſit down; and weigh with ſeriouſ- 


neſs the effect, which their doctrine is likely 
to have upon Chriſtianity in general, and 


not raſhly expoſe the ſcripture to the cen- 
ſure of infidels, in order to promote the 
facility of any meaſure whatever. Having 
endeavoured toſhew, that the judicial death 
of Uzzah was perfectly conſiſtent with the 
threatenings of the law, and Ikewiſe touch- 
ed upon the inſtruction it affords us, 1 
ſhall now attempt to amplify the ſubject, 
by applying it to goſpel purpoſes ; which 
was the | | 
II. Thing propoſed ; here I ſhall conſi- 
der it in a typical view; a figure of good 
things to come. And 
- Firſt, The Ark itſelf, which is generally 
underſtood, with all its ſacred contents, to 


be typical of the perſon and goſpel of 


B 3 Jeſus. 


— —— ͤ ⅛— 


P E RE Z- UZ Z A H. 17 


8 — — 
A 2 
—— —„- — — > 


pn — 
* 


— 
— 


4 
— — ͤ—é— 


— 
— - — 
_ — —— — — 


— — —— ——— 


18 PE RE Z- UZ Z A H. 
Jeſus Chriſt our bleſſed Redeemer. And 
in oy reſpects is anſwerable, as 

It was the more immediate dwelling 
of the Deity among the Iſraelites; on it 
the glory of his pre ſence appeared; from 
it he ſpake to Moſes, and gave forth his 
oracles to the people; and in like manner 
Jeſus, the man in God, is the reſidence of 
the fulneſs of the Godhead, which is mani- 
teſted in the fleſh of the Virgin's ſon, from 
whom, and by whom, the whole mind of 
God is ſpoken unto fallen man. 

2. By the motion of the ark, the move- 
ments and journies of the Iſraelites were 
directed; when it moved, they moved; 
where it led, they followed; when it halted, 
they ſtood ſtill. So Jeſus Chriſt is the on- 
IF leader, as well as commander of his 
church and people; My ſheep hear my 
voice, ſaith he, and they follow me.” 
Where he leads they follow, nor may they 


follow any beſides him; therefore it is 


ſaid, “If any man will be my diſciple, let 
bim deny himſelf, and take up his crols 
daily and follow me. Let the dead bury 
their dead, follow thou me,” The ſame 
reclous Redeemer who.ſaves by his blood, 
doth alſo, by his guidance and teaching, 
conduct the feet of his people in the way 
of his ſteps, -as the great prophet of the 
church and biſhap of immortal ſouls. 
3. Every 
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3. Every obſtruction was removed out 
of the way of the Iſraelites on the approach 
of the Ark. Jordan was divided, the walls 
of Jericho fell flat to the ground before it, 
and Dagon was demoliſhed in its preſence: 
even ſo the adorable Immanuel is the all- 

werful breaker, who goes up before his 


people, and the Lord God on the head of | 


them, at whole preſence every hill becomes 
a plain, every valley is exalted, crooked 
places are made ftraight, and rough places 
ſmooth. The ſtrong-holds of Satan's 
kingdom give way, fall down before 
his facred preſence in the miniſtry, and by 
him-the Dagon of Antichriſt 1s brought to 
confuſion. - Add to what is ſaid, that after 
the Ark had long travelled in. the Wilder- 
neſs, and Canaan, a place of reſt, was pre- 
pared for it, into which it entered with 
triumph: and ſo it was with our bleſſed 


Redeemer, who having, as the ſinners 


ſubſtitute, in the days of his fleſh wrought 
out a perfect and compleat ſalvation, by fi- 


niſhing fin, and bringing in an everlaſting 


righteouſneſs, he entered into his own glo- 
rious reſt, and alſo took poſſeſſion of that 
to which his people are appointed. | 
2. The treaſure preſerved in the Ark, 
was alſo typical of the fulneſs of the Re- 


*deemer. The law was put into the Ark, 
which figures to the church, the perfe&t - 
obe- 
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obedience of Jeſus unto the legal cove- 
nant, and its no longer having power to 
curſe and condemn thoſe who are ſprin- 
kled with the blood of atonement. Whilſt 
the law lies encloſed in the Ark, its voice 
mult be from the mercy-ſeat, and therefore 
the voice of juſtification and pardon. The 
golden pot of mayna preſerved in the Ark, 
doth alſo ſhadow forth Chriſt in his word 
and , ordinances, . as the true bread, the 
bread of. life, the bread of God which 
came down from heaven, and the only food 
which can nouriſh up the ſoul. unto eter- 
nal life. : 
The rod of Aaron which budded, bloſ- 
ſomed, and brought forth fruit, is alſo a 
beautiful and lively type of Chriſt, preach- 


ed to the converſion of ſinners, and edifi- 


cation of the ſaints, This was reſerved as 
a teſtimony againſt thoſe who refuſed to 


ſubmit to the government of God, and of 


- Moſes his ſervant ; fo ſhall the uſefulneſs 
of a goſpel miniſtry, at the great day, bear 
teſtimony. againſt thoſe, who being 1gno- 
rant of the righteouſneſs of God, go about 
to eſtabliſn their own righteouſneſs, and 
will not ſubmit to the Redeemer's great ſal- 
vation. | 
The cherubim on each hand of the 
mercy-ſcat looking towards the Ark, re- 


preſented the holy angels, miniſtring unto 


Chriſt 


Chr 
myſt 
tion 
ing 
Mec 
by 1: 
who 

Sec 
app 
com 
by t 
thoſe 
goſp 
men 
are { 


„ of th 


the / 
greg 
by t 
ſalvs 
done 


been 


tutic 


Ark 
ever 


ſuch 
figu 


and 
whic 
zen 


to h 


. 


— 


P E R E Z- UZ Z A H. 27 | 
Chriſt in his church, and prying into the — 


myſteries of his incarnation and redemp- 1 
tion; and from Chriſt in his church, learn- 14 
ing ſubjection to him in the capacity f Wh! 
Mediator; the refuſal of which is thought Wh 
by ſome, to have been the ruin of the wy 
whole race of fallen angels. 1 
Secondly, The Kohathites were eſpecially 10 
appointed to the ſervice of the Ark, and | 
commanded to carry it upon their ſhoulders | 
by the ſtaves pertaining to it; typical of 
thoſe whom God hath choſen to preach the 
goſpel of his fon Jeſus to the children of | 


men, and according to divine inſtitution 1 
are ſet apart in his church to the miniſtry if 
of 'his holy ordinances. They are to bear 1 
the Ark of the covenant before the con- | 
gregation, and lift up the Saviour of ſinners 4 
by the preaching of the goſpel, for the 1 
ſalvation of guilty mankind ruined and un- 1 
done. But in the caſe before us, as hath ff 
been obſerved already, the original inſti- 4 
tution had been departed from, and the 
Ark was drawn by oxen on a carriage. Let 
even here thoſe animals made uſe of, were 
ſuch as under the law, in divers caſes, were 
figures of goſpel miniſters, extraordinary 
and ordinary, The twelve brazen oxen 
which ſtood under, and ſupported the bra- 
zen ſea, in the temple of Solomon, ſeem 
to have been typical of the twelve apoſtles, 


by 
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by whoſe miniſtry and doctrine the whole 
of the goſpel diſpenſation is upheld. The 
brazen oxen looked to every quarter of the 
world; and as for the . apoſtles, their 
ſounds went to all the earth, and their uni- 
ted voice to the ends vf the world. Gol- 
pel miniſters in, ordinary were pre-figured 


by the oxen which td out the corn for the 


food of the people, and fo applied by the 
great apoſtle of the Gentiles. To ſhew 

the propriety of ſuch application, it ma 
be proper a little to conſider the analogy 
between the type and anti-type. To this 

urpoſe be it obſerved, | 

t. That the Ox, eſpecially that which 
treadeth out the corn, is a beaſt of labour, 
and toils for the good of others; in like 
manner goſpel miniſters are very far from 
having an eaſy ſtation in the church of 
| God, and they know bur little of the 
: hardſhips and toil attending the calling of 
a miniſter, who conſider his life as a life of 
leaſure and idleneſs. Yet it is not ſtrange, 
that people ſhould thus miſtake concerning 
miniſters in general, ſeeing ſo many aſſume 
that name and office, merely for the ſake 
of gain, and feed high moos the perquilites 
of the altar, without officiating in its ſer- 
vice. Theſe are ſtrangers to intent appli- 
cation in ſtudy, as well as to zealous, la- 
borious preaching, But that man who 
is 
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is laid under a neceſſity to preach the goſ- 

pel, and is by the love of Chriſt con- 
{trained to ſeck the ſalvation of loſt ſinners, 
will find his hands fo full of employment, 


that no part of his time can be devoted to 


idleneſs. He will find in himſelf a deceit- 
ful heart, that muſt be ſtudied, the better 
to learn the avenues by which conviction 
may reach the hearts of thoſe to whom he 
preaches : ſuch conflicts between his own 
fleſh and ſpirit; ſuch ſtruggles between 
the law in his members, and the law in his 
mind, as will command his frequent at- 
tention, that ſo by them he may better 
learn how to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon to the 
weary and heavy laden. So heavy ſhall be 
the weight of the body of death upon 
him, that he ſhall well know what holy 
Paul experienced, when fo pathetically he 
exclaimed, © O wretched man that 1 am, 
who ſhall deliver me from the body of this 
death. This ſelf-ſtudy, added to his di- 
ligent ſearch and contemplation of the 
ſcriptures; his neceſſity of knowing the 
ſtate of his people, the better to conduct 
his miniſtrations, and the natural care he 
hnds himſelf under for the welfare of the 
whole, will make his life ſufficiently labo- 
rious. And indeed his obſervation mult be 


ſcanty, who does not ſee the conſtitutions 


of faithful miniſters ſooner broken, and 
their 
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their health more early impaired, than 
thoſe of the blackſmith or plow man, whoſe 
employments are of the moſt laborious 

nature. 
2, The Ox is an animal by nature form- 
ed ſtrong, and fit for his ſervice to man- 
kind, So is he, who is prepared by grace 
for the miniſtry of the goſpel. The toun- 
dation of his uſeful talents, 1s laid in the 
natural endowments of his mind, which 
are not implanted, only improved by. learn- 
ing and grace. Strength of judgment, 
clearneſs of diſcernment, ſoundneſs of rea- 
ſoning, and keenneſs of penetration, are 
gifts of nature, which, when ſanctified by 
grace, are a foundation for the moſt uſeful 
qualities, and are notwithſtanding conſpi— 
cuous enough in ſome men, who are ſtran- 
gers to God and the grace that is in Jeſus. 
But the true ſtrength of the Chriſtian m1- 
Biſter, lies in his being brought to a ſenſe 
of his inſufficiency, of himſelt, to do any 
thing as it ought to be done. When made 
ſenſible that he can do nothing, he 1s 
brought to depend entirely upon the grace 
that 1s in Chriſt, from which he obtains 
{ſtrength equal to his day of, either trial or 
labour ; and finds to his confirming expe- 
rience, that when he is in himſelf weak 
and incapable, he can do all things through 
Chriſt ſtrengthening of him. Thus being 
brought 
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brought off from the ſandy foundation of 
ſelf-dependance, he is ſtrong in the Lord, it 
in whoſe name he goes forth; and by the | 
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ower of the Redeemer's might, meets 1 
with ſuch ſupport as is oftentimes aſtoniſh- Jl 
ing even to himſelf; when out of weak- — 

. nels he is made ſtrong, waxing valiant in 10 
fight, turning to flight the armies of oppo- I! 
ſition. | 1 

3. Patience in labour is another thing in (i 
which the analogy holds between the type 10 
and anti-type. The patient ox bears ; 
the goad of the (ſometimes unſkilful) dri- 10 

h 
| 


ver with quietneſs, and goes on, for the 
moſt part, with ſteady ſteps in his opening 
the furrows of the earth, or in treading 
out the corn; laboriouſly providing bread 
for him by whoſe hand he is ſmitten. Goſpel 
miniſters ſhall find, that they alſo have need 
of patience, in order to do the will of God their 
maſter, as they ſhall be ſure to meet with Il 
a variety of trials to exerciſe their faith and HM 
every virtue. In this world they ſhall have [4 1p | 
their full ſhare of thoſe tribulations, which \ 
are common unto all who are choſen of | 
God out of its ſnares, and from amongſt | 
its inhabitants. Many family troubles, and It 
perſonal afflictions alſo ſhall aſſault them, J 
in order to teach them compaſſion and 
ſympathy; beſides 8 weighty 2 
| an 
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and cares of the churches, that ſhall fall il 
upon them daily. Amiqdſt all the difficul- An 
ties he has to ſtruggle with, the goſpel mi- in t 
nifter ſhall find, that thoſe very people mer 
"whom he bears upon his heart before God, and 
will not always adminifter comfort to him, diſſ. 
but rather add afflictions to his bands; for Per 
it is not uncommon for thoſe who ſhall thot 
be his crown of rejoicing in the day of fror 
the Lord, to be as a crown of thorns to 102 
him whilſt in this ſtate of ſeparation and 41 
. forrow. He ſhall have certain proof that uſu: 
the Lord's people are neither all perfect, fl 
nor yet in one mind with reſpect to himſelf rt 
and his minfſtrations. If he is a doctrinal him 
preacher, he may find thoſe who want to tent 
have more practical divinity preached to alm 
them, notwithſtanding it is antichriſtian will 
practice that is not built upon a doctrinal who 
foundation. If he is a practical preacher, Il 
and enforceth the duties of the Chriſtian Ark 
fe, ſome others will want more evangeli- alſo 
cal motives, than he may have happened chu 
to uſe. Or if his ſtudy be to mix doctti- mon 
nal, experimental, and practical divinity wor] 


in His difcourſes, he may find, that it is not thre! 
exactly agreeable to the taſte of fome perſon, grait 


rather more cutious than his neigbours, alſo 
ho, merely becauſe he urgeth not duty upon Word 
the ot covenant plan of rewards and pu- deec 


5 | niſhments, bret 
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niſnments, ſhall go near to treat him as an 
Antinomian. Yea, it is even poſſible, that 
in the courſe of hjs miniltry, he may find 
mere babes in grace, young in knowledge, 
and weak in every Chriſtian attainment, 
diſſatisfied with any food but what is pro- 
per' for the ſtrongeſt believer only, and 
thoſe who ſcarcely know the right hand 
from the left, ſetting up for critics in theo- 
lozy. If he is weak in body, or depreſt 
in ſpirit, ſo that he cannot preach with his 
uſual vivacity, or as might be wiſhed, it is 
ſſihle, that inſtead of {ſympathy and com- 
rt, he may have reproot adminiſtered to 
him; for all his hearers are not compe- 
tent judges of his feelings. Theſe, with an 
almoſt numberleſs train of other things, 
will require the patience of an Ox in him 
who would be an uſeful goſpel miniſter. 

III. The threſhing-floor on which the 
Ark was expoſed to ſeeming danger, was 
allo no inſignificant figure of the goſpel 
church. It was ſeparated ftom the com- 
mon fields, and ſo is the church from the 
world; it was prepared for the purpoſesof 
threſhing, winnowing, and preparing the 
grain for human ſuſtenance ; the church 
allo is prepared for the miniſtration of the 
word and ordinances, where Iſraelites in- 
deed receive the bread of their ſouls, the 
bread of the kingdom. 

C 2 


Yet 
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Yet we read not of the Ark having been 
ſhaken on the cart any where, except up- 
on this threſhing- floor of Nachon. It is 
indecd awful, yet it is true as it is awful, 
that the Ark of God meets with no ſuch 
Makes as within the threſhing floor of the 
profeſſing Church, and that Jeſus recei- 
veth no wounds ſo painful as thoſe inflicted 
by his avowed friends. All the Atheiſts 
and Deiſts, all the Pagans, Turks and Pa- 
piſts in the whole world, could do little 
againſt the Redeemer's intereſt, did his 
own profeſſing people but walk ſteadily, 
as having the Ark of God in charge. Nei- 
ther is it the more looſe and unguarded 
part of profeſſors, Who have it in their 
power to ſhake the Ark. If it is at all 
ſhaken, it muſt be by the ſtumbling of 
thoſe who are moſt intimately united in 
the ſame yoke, and neareſt unto the Ark 
itſelf. More miſchief has been done to 
religion by the ambition, ſelt-will and ob- 
ſtinacy of its warm votaries, than by all 
the immorality and prophaneneſs detected 
amongſt profeſſors. Yet a man may be 
an ambitious diotrephian, loving to have 
the pre eminence, and lording it over his 
brethren, and yet continue in church-fel- 
lowſhip, not only ' withaut cenſure, but 
have his felf-will borne with, and his ob- 

© ſtinacy 
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ſtinacy indulged; at the ſame time, ano- 
ther man ſhall be ſeparated from commu- 
nion, on his being detected of any overt- 
act of immorality. | 

- Theſe little foxes, which are connived 
at in our yineyard, devour and deſtroy 
more of our tender grapes, than all the 
Lions and wild Boars of Amana and She- 
nir, or indeed in all the foreſt of Leba- 
non “. Hence ſuch is the deplorable de- 
clenſion of religion in our day, and ſuch 
the ignorance of its genuine ſpirit, abound- 
ing among us, even where doctrinal ſpecu- 
lation moſt obtains, that it is very common 
to hear ſuch deſcriptions of characters as 
the following. He is a good man, but 
very proud, and cannot bear to be thought 
wrong in any particular. He is a gracious 
man, but he is a dear lover of money. 


He is a very religious man, but unforgi- 


ving in his temper.” An alarming, an 
awful deſcription of any man, much more 


lo of any profeſſor, but truely ſhocking, if 


It is not drunkenneſs or whoredom, or any ex. 
ternal abomination, that endanger the peace of a goſ- 
pel church. Theſe are evils which, when detected, are 
eahly expelled, becauſe all are agreed that they ought 
not to be tolerated. One Phariſee is able to dy more 
miſchief than fifty atrocious offenders, and all the 
while of deeming himſelf the only righteous man in 
the community, | 
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given of a miniſter of the meek and for- 
giving Saviour. However, although peo- 
ple may flatter themſelves, becauſe of 
their enlightened judgment, that they are 
in a ſtate of grace, notwithſtanding the 
predominancy of theſe vicious paſſions over 
them; and others may do what they can 
to foſter up their ſelf- adulation, I ſhall (till 
be bold enough to aſſert, in public and 
private, from the pulpit and the preſs, 
that, if any man have not the ſpirit of 
Chriſt, be is none of his,” even if the 
ſtrength of his reaſoning powers were as 
ſtrong as Sampſon's brauny arm, and his 
belief were as orthodox as the faith of Sa- 
tan. In our day, that charge brought by 
Jeſus againſt the Phariſees, ſeems very ap- 
plicable to ſome believing churches. They 
ſtumble at gnats and fwallow- camels ,” as 
might be ſhewn in a variety of reſpects, 
. were it deemed immediately neceſſary. But 
I proceed to the : 

Fourth obſervation, which is the cauſe 
of the Ark's having tottered upon the 
cart; © for the oxen ſhook it.” heſe 
words ſeem very plain, and in themſelves 
eaſy of explanation : but it is poſlible to 
perplex the plaineſt text, and that ſome- 
times without any intention ſo to do: and 
plain as this is, I find it not a little embar- 
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raſſed in a note by a certain very learned 
and juſtly celebrated commentator; whoſe 
words are, By their ſtumbling the cart 
was ſhaken, and the Ark upon it, and in 
danger of falling as Uzzah thought ; er the 
oxen ſhook, for the word it is a ſupplement ; 
they ſhook as if their members were plucking 
aſunder and parting, as Kimchi expreſſes it, 
becauſe of the holineſs of the Ark; as if they 
were ſenſible that it was wrong for them to 
draw it, when it ought to have been carried 
on the ſhoulders of the Levites; and by this 
way, as well as by the death of Uzzah, the 
error committed was pointed out: but others 
render it, ** for the oxen ſtuck in the clay,” 
and could not go on; which Uzzah obſerv- 
ing, and fearing that in their ſtruggle to get 
out the cart ſhonld be overturned, and the 
proceſſion retarded too much, took ld of the 
Ark to take it out, and carry it the remainder 
of the way, it not being far from Jeruſalem.” 
Such is the ſenſe which this truly learned 
divine, after conſulting Kimchi, Noldius, 
and other rabhins, gives us of the text; 
but which 1 cannot fall in with; and ſhall 
ſhew the reaſons for my difſent, after ha- 
ving noted a ſmall inaccuracy which I find 
in this and the following note; and which 
enemies to the truth might be glad to 
wreſt 1 into a contradiktion, though in rea- 
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lity it is not ſo. What I refer to is, what 
the author ſays reſpecting the oxen being 
conſcious, that it was wrong for them to 
draw it, when it ought to have been car- 
ried on the ſhoulders of Levites; and 
what is ſaid in the note on the following 
verle, ** he touched it with his hand, 
which none but prieſts might do, ſuppoſing 
him to be a Levite, which it is not clear he 
was, however, not a Kohathite.*” Now all 
the difficulty lies in this diſtinction, be- 
tween the Levites and the Kohathites; a 
diſtinction neceſſary to be obſerved, ſeeing 
it appears not that Levites in general might 
approach the Ark any more than the reſt 
of the tribes, but only the ſons of Kohath; 
thoſe who were choſen and appointed to 
that particular ſervice. The confoundin 
therefore of the Levites and Kohathites 18 
certainly an inaccuracy in the notes referred 
to, and the ſenſe would have heen clearer 
if otherwiſe expreſſed ; but there is no con- 
tradiction in it, inaſmuch as all the Koha- 
thites were deſcended of Levi, although 
all the Levites were not deſcended of Ko- 
hath z; wherefore all the Kohathites were 
indeed Levites, notwithſtanding all the 
Levites were not Kohathites, | 
That the holineſs of the Ark ſhould 
affect the oxen with dread, ſo as to make 
them ſhake as if they were tearing peace- 
meal, 


_— — * r 2 — * 


— 


P E RE Z- UZ Zz AH. 33 1 
meal, cannot readily be given into, ſeeing | 
we have but little proof of the devotion of 4. 
animals of the brutal rank. Popiſn legen- 
daries, indeed, inform us of fiſhes attend- | 
ing to a good ſermon, and of even aſſes 
worſhipping the hoſt : but as often as we 
read or. hear ſuch ſtories we treat them 
with contempt; and how this notion cf 
Kimchi, quoted by our author, deſerves 
any better treatment, does not at preſent 
to me appear. It is every whit as difficult 

to account for it, how theſe fame oxen 
ſhould become acquainted with its being 
the province of the Levites to carry it up- 5 
on their ſhoulders, or to account for 
their ſhaking with terror, for having 
broken that law which they were ne- 
ver under. Nor can 1 agree with the 
ſenſe quoted from Noldius, it being every 
whit as unlikely, though not altogether ſo 
abſolutely ridiculous. That they ſhould | 
ſtick faſt in the clay, ſo as not to be able 14 
eaſily to diſintangle themſelves, ſeems ve- | 
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ry ill ro agree with a threſhing-floor, which 
may be ſuppoſed to have been more firm, 
in order to preſerve the grain from being 
trodden into the earth, 

Let the ground be ever ſo ſolid and 
even, it is not unnatural to ſuppoſe, that 
coming through a place where very proba- | 
bly was plenty of corn, or at leaſt where 

corn 
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corn had lately been, its ſmell might ex- 
cite in them a deſire of feeding, and of 
courſe cauſe them to turn aſide, as they 
might be drawn by the ſcent of food. 
Yea, from ſuch a deſire after the corn, 
they might become ſo intracticable and 
unruly, as might endanger the Ark; pro- 
bably a ploughman, who beſt underſtands 
the nature of theſe cattle, will prefer this 
ſenſe to the other. He knows them capa- 
ble of that keen ſenſation of hunger, but 
has very little reaſon to ſpeak of their de- 
votion. I can ſee no reaſon for rejecting 
a ſenſe, which naturally occurs from the or- 
der and fitneſs. of things, and embracing 
that, which is forced and unnatural ; and 
"leſs ſtill for having recourſe to myſtery, 
where there can be no manner of need for 
it, as in the caſe before us. 

The threſhing-floox being accommoda- 
ted to. the church, and the oxen under- 
flood as an emblem of miniſters, it will 
perhaps appear, that in our floor the oxen 
may {ſometimes ſtumble, or walk unruly, 
{o as to make the Ark apparently to ſhake 
upon the cart. Even in publick exerciſes, 
where ſeveral miniſters are engaged one 
after another, it is poſſible, that there may 
ſometimes be as great an inequality of the 
yoke, as if an huſbandman were to plough 
with an Ox and an Aſs together, and ſuch a 

jarring 
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jarring in the ſentiments delivered, as muſt 
neceſſarily tend to perplex and confuſe the 
ideas of the audience. Solomon hints at 
the impoſſibility of even 7wo walking to- 
gether without diſorder, who are not in 

eneral agreed: but in more modern times, 
it may happen from one cauſe or other, 
that preachers of an oppoſite caſt may be 
linked together in the ſame yoke, and unite 
in the fame exerciſes, to the aftoniſhment 
of ſome of their hearers. And really, 
where this 1s the caſe, it appears to me to 
proceed froma ſpecies of civility, that can- 
not be juſtified by any ſtated law whatever. 
Should miniſters, ſtrictly Calviniſtical in 
their ſentiments, ſit patiently and hear a 
preacher undervalue the Saviour of ſin- 
'ners, by preaching up a way of falvation, 
which they know to be directly oppoſite to 
that revealed in the goſpel of Chriſt; and 
after all, cordially join again with preachers 
of the fame doctrines, again in the return 


n of the exerciſe: the mote ignorant part 
'3 of the people would neceſſarily be expoſed 
8 to embarraſſing temptations, and from 
5 thence be led to queſtion thoſe miniſters 
bo zeal for the doctrines which they themſelves 
* deliver, eſpecially if it occurs to their 
0 minds, that primitive Chriſtians would 


not, in their day, have bidden God ſpeed 
to the preachers of a goſpel that degrades 
8 the 
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the bleſſed Jeſus, and wreathes the laurel 
for the brow. of legal pride. Yea, who can 
tell but ſome precious ſouls might, from 
this mixture of, miniſters of oppoſite ſen- 
timents, in- the ſame public exerciſes, be 
led to queſtion the reality of religion it- 
ſelf? And certainly, it would greatly tend 
to confirm the enemies of revelation in their 
infidelity. ' 

Such diſcord has been known in 
ſome ſuch exerciſes, that the miniſter 
who prayed, has abſolutely contradicted 
and unpreached what had juſt been deli- 
vered, under the notion of a goſpel ſer- 
mon. How unſeemly? How inconſiſtent 
with the unity of Chriſtian faith, muſt 
this unſeaſonable jarring be? Is it not 
ſomething like to bullocks tied in the 
ſame yoke, each chooſing a different way, 
and pulling and joſtling each his fellow? 
Is it any thing ſtrange that young Uzzahs, 
who have bur little acquaintance with him 
who ſuſtains the government of the 
churches,” ſhould be tempted to think the 
Ark in imminent danger, and ſo give it an 
unhallowed touch when this is the caſe ? 

Farther, it is poſlible that this diſcord, 
which may happen between the preacher 
and them who pray upon the occaſion, may 
be productive of freſh ſtumbling uyong 
| the 
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the reſt of the brethren. Should a man, 
who is actually under a deep ſenſe of crea- 
ture nothingneſs, and at the ſame time is 
grieved to ſee the only foundation of the 
ſinner's hope neglected in the miniſtry, 
have the mortification of being called to 
pray after a free-will ſermon has been 

reached, it may give occaſion to miſap- 


prehenſion in the reſt. They cannot be per- 


fe& judges of his feelings, and therefore 
may deem his jarring with the ſermon in 
his prayer, to be the effect of ill judged te- 
merity, rather than a conſcientious zeal for 
the Redeemer's honour. And thus one 
ox, having ſtumbled upon the threſhing- 
floor, ſhall occaſion diſorder amongſt all 
who draw in the fame yoke with him. 

Far be it from me, however, to deſpiſe 
any, becauſe they are not exactly of my 
ſentiments. No, I would honour them as 
gentlemen and ſcholars, I would eſteem 
them as men of virtue and religion, ſo far 


as they give evidence of it. But I would 


have none to join together in the ſame 
exerciſes, who cannot have an hearty ſpi- 
ritual fellowſhip with one another. In ſuch 
mixed companies there muſt be bonds and 
ſhackles . on either ſide, and conſequently 
the leading deſign of ſuch inſtitutions is 
eutirely loſt. | 
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lt does not often happen, that all mi- 
niſters in the ſame connection do exactly 
think and ſpeak alike; though it is a ge- 
neral rule, that every individual conſiders 
himſelf to be in the right, and of courſe 
deems thoſe who differ from him to be ſo 
far erroneous. Sometimes, indeed, you 
may. meet with a miniſter, who has can- 
dour enough to believe, that others may 
be really ſound in their faith, and may 
bid fair for uſefulneſs in the miniſtry, not- 
withſtanding they do not in every thing, 
exactly agree with the ſentiments which he 
hath eſpouſed. But then, which is more 
than a counterbalance for this, you may 
find others, who are very angry with you, 
will repreſent you as an heretic and dan- 
gerous perſon; and however quietly and 
inoffenſively you may ſtudy to live, ſhall 
retain an implacable hatred, and as far 
as their influence goes, will ſtir up perſe- 
cution againſt you, if you are unhappy 
enough to differ from them in ſome parti- 
cular articles, and thoſe too, which per- 
haps neither angels nor men ever were in- 
tended perfectly to underſtand *, | 


his ought not to be applied to any individual, 
as but too many inſtances of this ſpirit may be pro- 
duced, as abounding in many places. 
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When one ox thus joſtles and horns his 
neighbour, who may happen to be yoked 
with him, and when the latter really finds 


himſelf to be gored in his reputation and 
uſefulneſs, or in his ſpirit, he is naturally 


led to a critical examination of that temper 


and conduct from whence the hurt pro- 


ceeded. On enquiry, he finds the whole 
to be as oppoſite to the ſpirit and conduct 


of Chriſt, as darkneſs is to light, and is 
led to treat ſuch a one, who has thus 
injured him, as one whoſe acquaintance 
with religion is merely ſpeculative; and 


thus, if grace prevent not, plunges him- 


ſelf into the ſame error of ſpirit which he 
contemns and abhors in others, For it is 
very rare, in our day, that you ſhall meer 
with a man who, if you ſmite him on the 
one cheek, will turn to you the other alſo, 
without returning the ungenerous compli- 
ment. | 5 | 
Shall I dare to recommend 1t to thoſe 
miniſters, who can carry it in a man- 
ner ſo unchriſtianly to one another, 


merely on account of ſome abſtruſe 


point in theology, to conlider that 
well known and almoſt as little regarded 
rule of our bleſſed Lord and Maſter, 
where he commands us, ** to do to others 
the ſame things that we would wiſh them to 
do unto us; ſeriouſly to lay their hands 
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upon their hearts, and aſk their own con- 


iciences, how they will be able to anſwer 
their cruel and unbecoming treatment of 
each other, when they appear at the bar of 
God, who is no reſpecter of perſons; and 
where it ſhall be ſeen, that to have poſſeſ- 
ſed the meek lowly ſpirit of Chriſt, and 
ſtudied to honour him by doing his works, 
will be ſome of the beſt evidences that ſhall 

es ppear in our favour, 
It will be in vain to plead a ſound faith, 


an orthodox judgment, and a burning zeal 


for God, unleſs theſe excellencies proceed 
from a ſanRified heart, which will always 
appear to be a meek and forgiving, a low- 
ly and loving heart. We may cry Lord, 
Lord, as loud as the roaring of a lion, in 
a way of profeſſion and ſpeculation, and 
7 all, unleſs the fruits of the ſpirit are 
found in us, we ſhall be baniſhed from his 
amiable preſence for ever. The truits of the 
ſpirit are love, joy, peace, long- ſuffering, 
. gentleneſs, goodnels, faith, &c. Now, 
if inſtead of theſe there is hatred, diſcord, 
raſhneſs, cruelty and ill-nature, what evi- 
dence can be given of our chriſtianity ? 
An angel's knowledge, joined with Paul's 
elocution and zeal, will not prove a man's 
converſion to God if theſe are wanting. 
And it is lamentable to think, how far the 
e miniſtry of late years, has been 
calculated 
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calculated to neglect the ſpirit and prac- 
-rice of Chriſtianity, and to do little more 
than inculcate orthodoxy in ſentiments. 
But if the ſcriptures are the ſtanding rule 
of God's conduct toward the human race, 
many profeſſors, both preachers and hear- 
ers, may find themſelves in a deplorable 
ſituation another day, when admonition 
will be unſeaſonable. | 
Will the ſpirit of the goſpel admit of 
people quarrelling with, and perſecuting 
one another, about how the divine Father 
begot his ſon Jeſus, ſo that he is indeed be- 
heved in as the only- begotten of the Fa- 
ther, diſtin from him in perſonality, 2 
every way equal to him in all divine 
fections and prerogatives; the all-ſufficient 
and only Saviour of loſt and ruined ſin- 
ners? Whether the elect were choſen un- 
der or above the conſideration of the fall, 
"fo that the eternity of the decree of elec- ”* 
tion is moſt ſtedfaſtly believed? Whether 2 
the elect of God were from everlaſting 1 
conſidered as juft in their new covenant 
head, or a judicial act paſſes upon them, 
when by grace they cloſe in with the Sa- 
viour; whilſt we are agreed, that juſtifica- 
tion is entirely by the grace of God, thro' 
the obedience of our adorable ſubſtitute ? 
Whether God created the ſouls of all men, 
within the firſt ſix days, and infuſeth them 
bw | D 3 \nto» 
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into the foetus, about the fourth month of 
geſtation, or the whole man is procreated 
by generation? Whether the ſaints in glo- 
ry are acquainted with human affairs or 
not, &c. &c. I am fully perſuaded, that 
puzzling and perplexing the church, with 
ſuch uſeleſs diſputes, will never be able to 
gain the divine approbation, nor yet the 
approbation of the actors themſelves, up- 


on a enen view od their aſſiduous. 


bi 

Again, there is apt to — ſome canſide- 
rable jarring between old and young mi- 
niſters, like the ſtumbling of oxen, which 
made the Ark to ſhake upon the cart. It 


does not always happen, that length-of days 


is a ſweetner of the temper, or that hoary 
hairs are an evident token of an humble 


heart; therefore you may ſometimes find 


men of age and reputation, apprehenſive 
that much is due to them, merely on 
account of their long ſtanding in the mi- 
niſtry, well remembering, that : hoary hairs 
ate a crown of - honour it found in the way. 
of righteouſneſs. Even they, alas ! are 
found to be. but imperfect men; for it is 
not enough, that the veneration due to ad - 
vanced years is paid to their perſons, but 
every tranſaction muſt be directed as they 
would have it; and if their inclination is 
thwarted. in any inſtance, that thwarting 

15 F is 
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is conſtrued into an oppoſition to them as 
individuals. But it may ſo fall out, that a 
man, who has not been of quite fo long 
ſtanding in the miniſtry, and whoſe hair is 
not in the leaſt like to a venerable grey, 
may have vanity. enough to conſider himſelf 
as a ſelf-conſcious. being, and conſequently 
aſſume the right of thinking and judging for 
himſelf; and therefore cannot be led where 
his ſeniors may think proper, or act accord» 
ing to their opinions in all things. They 
and their advocates may plead age and ule- 
fulneſs z he will reply old age is not al- 
ways in "all things wHe, neither is uſefulneſs 
confined to. hoary hairs. They may plead 
prior uſage and ancient cuſtom; he will al- 
ledge, thatall antiquity is not to be deemed 
canonical, nor her documents implicitly ta 
de embraced as authentic. 

And what is likely to be the iſſue, 110 a 
man ſhould dare to act according to the 
beſt underſtanding he hath of che ſerip- 
tures, and look on hunſelt as accountable 
for his conduct to none on earth, beſides: - 
that church to whom he is a ſervant? Why. 
in all probability, he would be accounted a 
man of a bad ſpirit,, and diſreſpectful to. 
his brethren, and an enemy to. the pub 
lic intereſt. He ſhould. ſoon ſee the re- 
ſentment of his ſeniors. in their diſtant be- 
baviour; and whether they might EI 4 
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ful enough to repteſent his conduct to him- 
ſelf, as dangerous to the cauſe, or not, 
their private reflections on him, behind his 
back, would be carefully whiſpered in his 
ear. He is but a man, and according to 
their notion a man but of an indifferent 
ſpirit, and therefore it might naturally be 
expected, that a rooted diſguſt at their ſpi- 
Tit and conduct may be bred in his mind, 

and that he may deem diſtance and indepen- 
dance eſſential to his comfort and uſeful- 
nefs. It. muſt be owned, that all connec- 
tions which gender bondage, and prevent a 
man exerting himſelf, as he thinks moſt 
for-the public good, are hurtful in them- 

ſelves What good can ariſe from a con- 
nection, where a man dates not be free to 
{peak his mind, having had proof ſuffi- 
cient, that if a word is ſpoken not uni- 
verſally agteeable, however it may ſeem 
to paſs unnoticed for the preſent, he ſhall 
aftetwards hear of its having been impro- 
ved to his diſadvantage, and that too ;/ by 
ſeniors, with whom wiſdom ought to 
well. 5 

I cannot help conchediag, thar if ever 
the Ark does torter upon the cart, it is 
one way or other by the tumbling of 
the oxen, therefore wiſh, that goſpel 

n 1 en their own in- 
a , ' . - » dependancy, 
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dependancy, and not ſuffer the reins of 


government to paſs out of their own 


hands, where the ſcriptures of truth have 
wiſely placed them. 
Whatever jarring obtain among mini- 


ſters, and whatever evils from thence re- 


ſult, remember this, ye churches, the 


guilt of all will lie at your door, as from 
you they do originally proceed, Let your 


miniſter be ever fo wiſe and prudent, he is 
as much your feryant as your ruler, and 
as much bound to abide by your determi- 


nations, when dictated by the word of God, 
as you are to abide by his, when under the- 


ſame direction. But if you leave it for 
nb becauſe of his ſuperior 


knowledge, and being more converſant 
with divine things than yourſelves, to judge 


for you, what is right or wrong in church 
diſcipline; hold up your hands to confirm 


his determination, rather than to expreſs 
-any conviction of your own minds, you 
not only debaſe yourſelves as Chriſtians, 


but greatly injure your miniſter, and dy- 
Honour the Lord Jeſus. Tou injure” your 
miniſter, both by impoſing niore upon him 


than you ought; inuring him to rule and 
determine all things at home, ſo that he 


expects the ſame ſubmiſſion abroad that 
he finds amongſt you, and thereby is un- 
fited for any 3 but your own. You 


diſhonour 
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diſhonour the Lord Jeſus, in neglecting to 
ſeek and know the ſcripture rule for your- 
ſelyes, and judging and determining caſes 
accordingly. It is the glory of Chriſt in 
his church, and not the glory of Chriſt in 
the miniſter, that is aimed at in the diſci- 
pline of his houſe, where every member, 
man and woman, is called to fit in judg- 
ment as well as the miniſter, and is as 
much jntereſted in the determination. It 
hath been 'obſerved by many, that the 
more the management of a church is left 
to a miniſter, the more ignorant that mini- 
ſter commonly is of the ſubject; as I think 
is moſt evident in that chapter on Diſci- 
ph in the third volume of a late 
Body of Divinity. The reaſon is obvious, 
all their determinations paſſing without dif- 
ficulty or oppoſition, they are not laid 
under the neceſſity of ſearching fo much 
into the mind of Chriſt in the ſcrip- 
tures. But when a church takes the ma- 
nagement of affairs upon itſelf, the 
miniſter will ſometimes find his opinion 
controverted, which will ſtir him up to a 
cloſer examination 'of the word, and of 
- courſe make him more maſter of the ſub- 
jet. We may thence ſee how much 
Chriſt's ordinances are calculated to pro- 
mote human induſtry, in both miniſters 
and people, if attended to in their ſimpli- 
22 84457 city; 
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eity; and how far it is the duty of all pro- 
felſors to ſtudy the mind of Jeſus in the 
word for themſelves, that they may act 
from conviction, rather than from reſpect 
to the judgment of others. | 
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